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Comnn$icatio Brevis

Dobatia goettingi Brandt, 1961 (Gastropoda:
CIa us i l i idae)  in  Bulgar ia

z. P. ER66s* and z. FEHER-

Abstra.t. Until now it w6 dod'ttul wh€rhq Dohath g@ftihAi tumat .@E 6
BdEdi Arihotgn edpty shells of thb s?ecies had b€6 6[e.ied in the Black Sea easrd
rcgio& but they werc cotuiderd to be origituted froh Turket. In tlE ffie of 19t7, fte
authoF cole.ted one rive sp<iden in a mteil ak-b€€ch foet in the trtran@ MoutaiB
(Str{dza plflina), ned Mlrlo Tisovo. This <(ormc€ pro6 the pemc of ihi6 sFcies

Bulgaria is sitrated in the edtern part of the Balkan Peniruuta 25% of its
molusc spaies de Balkan end€misrrB, dd Pontic elements have a Areat
significance as well (14 %) @amjanov & Liknarev, 1975). Our knowledge
about Bulgdid mollusc (and particularily Clausifiidae) fauna in Eed
rapidly du.ing the s€cond hall of this century @.banski, 1960b; U.bamki,
1978; Pint6r, 1968; Pinter & Pinter, 1970r SaJ6, 1%8; Damjmov & LiLharev,
1975).

ConsidednA its distribuno , Dobatia goeftingi is a typical Pontic spe.ies,
it lives in the northern and nolth-wstern part of T key (N€meth & Suke.e6,
1995, Schutt 1996) in forests, mainly among the roots of dead md slightly
decayins tre€s (Fig. 1). In Nordsi€k,s (193) opinion it liv$ facuuatively in
caves d welf. Dobatia goettingi does not occur in the European part o{
Turket and in Bulgaria onfy einpty shells hawe been observed 60 far. An
empty, bleached shell was coll€.ted from flotsm at the tide-flushed 6tuary
of the Ropotamo River by L. Pint6r (in the collecuon ot the Natural History
Museum, Budapest, NHMB 31230/1, Orce otheE were found at Kiten, at the
foot of a cliff by urbanski (1978 ) (Fis. 2).

It is wetl known that ehells of the *nulina-gonp can travel large
dista :es over the Black Sea e.g. Urbanski (1960a) .€ported to find. Filosa
,7os Mouson ^ d Euxina dipolauchen O. Boettger near Burgas in flotsam,

' ZohAa Peta Erds, 7754 Btda?est, Bm u, 3t Hmgary.
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FiE. 1. Diehrluaion of ,orari? in T!&ey. En?iy squafts indl@te D, E@ttingi Rrndt, tikd
sque indidtes ,' @,i.e N6m€th & Szk€res, whi.h b .oGidered a prolable subepeies

of the fom€r me (M. sreleE, ?€6dal com{6i.6rion)

in spite of they live east md southeast of the Black Sea. By the opinion of
N€me& & Szekers (195) Dobat;a sp{imens, found in Bulgaria could
probably be originated from Turkey by ddfting across the Black sea by e6t-
west currents. Thu6, until now the eistence of Doratia gEftingi was fttllc't
doubtful in Bulgaria

Materials and methods

Authors and Mr. Kornel Kovi.s took part in a {ield trip in the western
Esion of the Balkan Peniirsula tEtwes 24/07/1997 a d 30/07/1997.
Sampling w6 done by singling in 26 localitid. Out of them 8 we.e in the @a
of the Southm Caryathians, 3 in the Balkan Mountains (Stara planina), 5 in
the Rhodope Mountains, 6 in the khan€a Mountains (Strandra planina) and 4
in the coasral region of OE Black Sea between Burgas and the Turkish bo.der.
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Results

".f t'#"""ffi:T.: ?t!#. f,Tf K,tt#nr*aryil,*#rffii{T','ii"i,:;,##{:i#ii,l:;j;fu?T:}:#s:;i:tri#"::

Fi& 2. Bulga.id ocl:l)ftre of Dobatia goettirgi W^ndr\in1i@te.l by qcses)

Conclusions

,._1.. 
,,:t rh.t orJv one specimen wd roud, d@r not contradi.l rheromer hndrngs, i.e. in ir, Turkish area ft is Sene.a y not abundart dnd due to

141



its subterranem lif€ form, is difficult to find (M. szekereg, Personal
communication). Conside.ing the status of the specimen found, we can

conclude that Dobada goeftingi do€f exist in Europe: inside the Ist anca

Mountains, Bulgaria.

The locality where the live sp<imen (NHMB 70855/1) war found
belongs to the Veleka I.jver's catchment area, but now our €4t finding
suAg€ts, that the sp€imen found at the estuary of RoPoramo Rive. (NHMB

31230/1) originates 6lso from the Istranca Mountains. Thus, we can assume
tl\at Dobatia goeftingi has a larger dbtribution area including the cakhment
eas of V€leka, Ropotamo and Rezovska rivers.

This data however do not answ€r the question: is thi6 PoPulation a r€lict

of a former large area or the reult o{ thek pres€nt spr€ading?

A.tnowledAebentt. Autho6 al. gaieful to Mr. l-rszl6 Pinter dd Dr. Mfi6s
Szkeres for rcvbing the mduscritt-
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