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Abstract — Dr. OLGA BOTTYAN (Mrs. GABOR LANG) was a Hungarian anthropologist of
the 20" century. She worked at the Department of Anthropology, Hungarian Natural His-
tory Museum between 1965 and 1975. During that period, she released several publica-
tions on anthropological topics. With one figure.
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Fig. 1. Dr. OLGA BOTTYAN (1919-2008) in 2006 (photo: TIMEA HEIGL)
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BIOGRAPHY

Date and place of birth: 18 May 1919, Kecskemét.

She obtained her first diploma at the Angolkisasszonyok Intézete
(Teachers’ College of the State School of Budapest), operated by Institu-
tum Beatae Mariae Virginis. Meanwhile, she majored in Anthropology,
Ethnography, History and Archaeology at the Pazmany Péter University of
Budapest.

September 1941 — 30 June 1953, she worked primary school teacher.

In 1942, she graduated in the PAzmany Péter University of Budapestin
majors of Anthropology, Ethnography, History and Archaeology.

In 1942-43, she was a trainee at the University of Kolozsvar.

In 1943, she defended her dissertation with the title ‘Anthropological
Research of Cemeteries from the Scythian Period’, and got her doctors’
degree.

In 1943-44, she won a scientific scholarship to study Székely (Sekler)
people from an anthropological aspect. Unfortunately, her data remained
in Kolozsvar.

In 1944, she was commissioned to examine young soldiers in the medi-
cal-anthropological team of the Ministry of Defence in Budapest.

After World War II, she had to live on by-jobs as a result of political per-
secutions of the Communist regime. Her first husband (TIBOR KOVATS')
was executed, therefore, she was also harassed.

4 August — 23 November 1953. Kindergarten teacher, Villanyszerelé
Véllalat (Electrician Company), Budapest, VIL, Sip. u.

24 November — 7 December 1953. Governess paid by the hour, Féva-
rosi Altaldnos Fitiiskola (General Boys’ School of Budapest), Budapest, IX.,
Illatos ut 2—4.

He was executed in 1954 and buried in Uj kéztemeté (Rékoskereszturi sirkert), 301-es parcella (New Pub-
lic Cemetery, Rédkoskeresztir, Plot 301). During the exhumation works in 1989, he was identified by Drs
Eva Susa and KiNGA ERy anthropologist experts of the Térténelmi Igazsagtételi Bizottsag (Committee
for Historical Justice).
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8 December 1953 — 1 September 1959. Governess paid by the hour,
Févérosi Kozségi Altalanos Iskola (Community Primary School of Buda-
pest), Budapest, X., Sibrik Miklds ut 78.

In the period of political détente after the Revolution in 1956, she was
allowed to take full time jobs. She became a teacher in 1959. Her first an-
thropological works discussed the maturity process of children.

2 September 1959 - 31 October 1965. Teacher, Févarosi Kozségi Alta-
lanos Iskola (Community Primary School of Budapest), Budapest, X., Sibrik
Miklés ut 78.

Her next anthropological work was published twenty years after tak-
ing her doctors’ degree.

1 November 1965 — 15 February 1975. Museologist, Természettudo-
manyi Mizeum, Embertani T4ar (Department of Anthropology, Hungarian
Natural History Museum), Budapest, V1., Bajza u. 39.

She asked for her retirement in 1975.

She did not continue her anthropological activities after retiring, but
she had been teaching for a long time (even until 1988). On 26 October
2006, the E6tvos Lorand University (Budapest) awarded her the so called
Vasdiploma (Iron Certificate) as a recognition of her scientific work.

7 June — 12 July 1977. Technical employee, Magyar Nemzeti Mizeum
(Hungarian National Museum), Budapest VIIIL., Mizeum krt. 14-16.

13 October — 30 November 1977. Contracted teacher, Altalidnos Iskola
(Primary School), Budapest, XI., Mérnok u. 39.

15 December 1977 — 31 May 1978. Packer, Févarosi Tanacs Gyégyszer-
tari Kozpontja (Capital Pharmaceutical Center), Budapest, XIII., Huba u. 10.

18 September 1978 — 15 June 1980. Day-care teacher, Altalinos Iskola
(Pet6fi Sandor Primary School), Budapest, XI., Albertfalva u. 9-11.

15 October 1980 — 31 May 1981. Scientific administrator, Kézponti
Statisztikai Hivatal, Népességtudomanyi Kutatd Intézet (Population Re-
search Institute of the Central Bureau of Statistics), Budapest, V., Veres
Palné u. 10.
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25 January 1982 — 30 June 1987. Day-care teacher, Altalanos Iskola
(Primary School), Budapest, X., Sibrik Miklés ut 66-68.

19 October — 6 November 1987. Retired visiting teacher, Budapesti La-
kasépité Villalat (Flat Constructing Company), Budapest, X., Pongrac ut 18.

1 February — 30 April 1988. Day-care teacher, Altalinos Iskola (Pri-
mary School), Budapest, X., Sibrik Mikl6s ut 66—68.

Died on 28 April 2008, Budapest.
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