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– ANDOR THOMA was one of the greatest Hungarian anthropologists of the 20th

century. He was especially interested in the evolution of the Paleolithic hominids. Some of
his major works were the examination of the dentition of the Subalyuk Neanderthal child,
of the Vértesszõlõs finds and of Palestinian fossils. With one figure.

– Andor Thoma, anthropology, biography, bibliography, Hungary.

BIOGRAPHY

Date and place of birth: 30th November, 1928, Magyaróvár, Hungary.

1947: He achieved a first-class school-leaving certificate at the Piarist
Secondary School (Magyaróvár).

1947–1952: He studied for one year at the Medical Faculty, University
of Debrecen, then pursued biological and geographical studies at the Fa-
culty of Natural Science with Professor BÉLA BALOGH and Professor
MIHÁLY MALÁN.

1952–1953: He was assistant professor at the Anthropological Insti-
tute, Kossuth Lajos University of Sciences, Debrecen.
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1953: He graduated from the university as a teacher in biology and
geography.

1953: He was removed from his job because of his religious beliefs.

1954–1955: Blue collar worker in Kõbánya (10th district of Budapest),
in the Humán Oltóanyagtermelõ és Kutató Intézet (Human Vaccine Produ-
cing and Research Institute).

1956–1957: Museologist-curator of natural history in the Herman
Ottó Museum, Miskolc. In the meantime, he took part in the saving and re-
habilitation works in the Department of Anthropology, where he was em-
ployed until 1957 March. (The department was injured during the October
1956 revolution, in Budapest).

1957: Autumn, he became seriously ill and was in hospital for a year.

1958–1962: Anthropologist researcher in the Department of Anthro-
pology, Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest.

1963–1966: Assistant professor in the Anthropological Department,
Kossuth Lajos University of Sciences, Debrecen.

1964: He got the University doctor’s degree.

1966: He was banned from education because of his religious beliefs.

1967–1969: Senior Research Fellow candidate in the Biological Rese-
arch Institute of Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He thanked this appoint-
ment to F. BRUNÓ STRAUB’s (1914–1996 biochemist, academian) and
ISTVÁN LÁNG’s (1931– biochemist) assistance.

1970–1972: Invited guest-lecturer in the Biological Anthropological
Institute of the University of Paris VII.

1973–1984: Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgium), as-
sociate professor/docent.

1985–1994: Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgium), pro-
fessor.

1988: The Belgian King rewarded him with the Order of the Crown
(Belgium) Commander Class (Korona-rend Parancsnoki fokozata).

1994: He retired and moved to Paris.
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Died on 31th May, 2003 in Paris. He was laid to rest in Budakeszi (Hun-
gary).

He was member of the editorial board of the Journal of Human Evolu-
tion (1971–1985), and the Anthropologiai közlemények (1957–1972).

Acknowledgements – I would like to express my sincere thanks to GYULA GYENIS
(Department of Anthropology, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest) for the portrait of
ANDOR THOMA.
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